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WINDING UP OF A BRANCH/GROUP  

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Rural Women New Zealand (RWNZ) has a number of Branches and Groups 
(Branch/Group)1 which are located in the regions and operated by local members. 
There are occasions when it is not practical for a Branch/Group to continue and 
members of a Branch/Group may wish to close or amalgamate. This policy is to be 
used when winding up a RWNZ Branch/Group and should to be read in 
conjunction with the RWNZ Rules and Bylaws, in particular Bylaw 4.8.  

2. Purpose 

1.1 The processes and guidance set out in this policy are to be used where the 
members of a Branch/Group decide to dissolve their Branch/Group.  

1.2 This policy is also to be used when winding up a Provincial Group. 

1.3 An information pack on winding up a Branch/Group is available from the RWNZ 
National Office. 2  

3. Policy  

a. When winding up a Branch/Group a meeting must be convened and the 
members of the Branch/Group must confirm by resolution that they wish to 
dissolve their Branch/Group. 

b. The motion to dissolve must be put to all paid up members of the Branch/Group 
and the voting numbers are to be recorded. 

c. An example of a motion to dissolve a Branch/Group is: 

‘The members of ……………….. Branch/Group agree to dissolve the 
……………….. Branch/Group as of the date …… / ….. / …… .  

In favour [numbers] ………. 

Against [numbers] ………. 

Abstain [numbers] ………. 

Carried / Not Carried [strike out one]  

d. The Branch/Group must send a copy of the resolution to the National Office. 3 

e. The Branch/Group shall ensure that all its debts, costs, or expenses are paid 
before any remaining funds are distributed.  

f. The Branch/Group shall ensure that any of its funds remaining are distributed to 
RWNZ for the advancement of the RWNZ’s objectives.  Without creating any trust 
or binding obligation on RWNZ, the Branch/Group may nominate a cause or a 
purpose to which it would like to see RWNZ apply the funds. 4 

                                                           
1 Branch/Group includes Provincials. 
2 see RWNZ Bylaw 4.8g 
3 see RWNZ Bylaw 4.8f 
4 see RWNZ Bylaw 4.8h 
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g. Where a Branch/Group decides to nominate a cause or a purpose to which it 
would like to see RWNZ apply the funds, it will do so by resolution of the 
Branch/Group members.   

h. No distribution may be made to any member.  

i. The Chief Executive Officer may request that certain historical documents (if they 
are of national significance) be delivered to the National office.  Otherwise the 
Group may offer them to a local historian or museum for safekeeping. 5 

j. Upon closure of the Branch/Group copies of the following must be sent to the 
National Office and retained in the Branch/Group records. (And, where a Branch 
is under a Provincial, also send copies to the Provincial) -  

(i) Confirmation of Closure form, 

(ii) the Branch/Group’s final financial statements, 

(iii) the record of meeting, and  

(iv) a signed copy of the resolution confirming dissolution of the 
Branch/Group. 

 

 

Approved by the Board on 22/9/17   
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5 see RWNZ Bylaw 4.8i 


