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Manifesto 2014-2017

Rural Women New Zealand calls on the government to commit to 14 areas 
for action to improve the health and wellbeing of rural families, their 
communities, environments and their work.

Government policy should be 
underpinned by a social values 
statement that takes into account 
the diverse and unique nature of 
rural communities and the part 
that women play in achieving 
resilience for those communities.

Recommended action:

Rural women play a major role in 
achieving resilience in rural communities.

Rural Communities Impact of Policies on 
Rural

The effects of government policies & 
legislation may be different in urban and  
rural communities.

Recommended action:

Initiatives must pass a rural 
impact assessment test before 
they are enshrined in legislation.

Rural Broadband 
Initiative

When the RBI finishes, about 34,000 people 
will not able be to be served by the fibre optic 
network, leaving them with more expensive 
options.

It would be a small ticket item for the government 
to offset this disparity. 

Cellphones are a critical safety device in the 
event of an accident, a crime, other emergency 
or adverse event. But there are still large areas 
of rural New Zealand that do not have cellphone 
coverage. 

Broadband and mobile coverage are vital to 
running rural enterprises in a way that is efficient 
and competitive.  

Most OECD countries’ governments have set 
minimum standards for smart meters allowing 
the consumer to have control over how they can 
specifically manage their power usage.

Many rural areas face uncertainty about 
continuance of supply after 2015. 

A lines company must give at least six months’ 
notice of a proposal to discontinue the lines 
service, and must “describe how, under the 
proposal, the consumer’s reasonable electricity 
needs will be met.”

“Reasonable” is subjective.

All rural areas should be able to access the lower 
user rate of power supply available to other 
locations.

Electricity Security

Recommended action:

•	 That the government meets 
up to 75% of additional costs 
for families having to access 
alternative services such as 
satellite broadband.

•	 Full cellphone coverage in 99% of 
rural areas by 2018.

•	 The government invests in 
alternative provisions such as 
Project Loon.

•	 That the government urgently 
funds the retrofitting of already 
installed smart meters and that it 
sets a minimum standard for these 
to actually be “smart” allowing the 
consumer to have control over their 
power usage.

Recommended action:

•	 The lines company pays for and 
maintains an alternative supply in 
areas where it wants to take down 
power lines.

•	 That the legislation defines 
“reasonable” and ensures that it 
includes “affordable.”
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Education Family Violence05 06
Access to adult learning opportunities in rural 
areas has been severely limited, in particular  
amongst the lower socio-economic and migrant 
populations. There are diverse ways of teaching 
numeracy and literacy which have not been 
acknowledged.

Insufficient secondary students are choosing 
science subjects that lead to agriculture or 
related primary sector roles.

Of the 20,000 degree graduates New Zealand 
produces every year only 80 are in agriculture 
(Rowarth, 2012). Our wealth as a nation is still 
created by the significant exports from our 
agriculture and primary production sector. 

Future staff shortages will effect increased 
productivity goals and constrain export growth.

Closed rural schools are a wasted resource. 

The 20 hours Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
government subsidy is only available to 3-, 4- 
and 5-year-old children and should be extended 
to younger children.

Accessing childcare and the lack of flexibility 
in the use of the subsidised funding is a major 
challenge for parents living in rural communities.

The current ECE framework does not take 
into account the diverse and challenging work 
environments of the agricultural workforce.

•	 Adult Community Education funding is restored to the same level before it was withdrawn. 
(The benefits will far outweigh the costs.)

•	 Earthcare/sustainability subjects are introduced to urban and rural schools from year 5.

•	 Build an agri-education strategy into the NZ science curriculum through the study of food 
production from early childhood onwards.

•	 Closed schools are offered to communities and businesses as centres for learning and training 
opportunities with particular focus on agribusiness, ICT and related subjects.

•	 That the 20 hours government subsidy be available for children aged from 6 months to 5 years.

•	 Recognition of the seasonal nature of agriculture and travelling distances to early childhood 
centres resulting in the need for greater ECE policy flexibility.

Many victims will stay in a violent relationship 
(median two years), because of their pets 
or farm animals (SPCA, National Collective 
Women’s Refuges: Pets as Pawns 2012)

36.5% of victims report a pet or animal had 
been injured or killed. (The Way Forward; The 
Impact Collective 2014)

Rural women are more easily able to be 
isolated because of distance to services, 
shelter, jobs, health care, childcare, 
neighbours, family, and friends. 

The uniqueness of the farm/home 
environment and joint nature of agribusinesses 
is a further challenge if a woman wishes to 
leave an abusive relationship. 

Family violence spikes after an adverse event 
with increased reports continuing for up to 
two years following the event. (Domestic 
Violence and Disasters; A Fact Sheet for 
Agencies: Rosalind Houghton; September 
2010)

39% of rural women will experience violence, 
compared to 33% of urban women. (Auckland 
University study)

•	 Consult with Police, regional councils and communities on ways to resource protected or safe 
environments for pets and stock.

•	 An amendment to the Domestic Violence Act 1995 is made to include pets and flock/herd 
wellbeing in protection orders in domestic violence hearings.

•	 Resource rural-based agencies and communities to provide safe houses and support for 
victims.

•	 Be policy and resource ready to provide additional support to Police and Rural Support Trusts 
to meet additional demands immediately, and up to two years following, an adverse event.

Recommended action: Recommended action:



Rural Crime07
Seeing animals harmed, or having them 
stolen creates a climate of fear and 
intimidation. 

The isolated nature of farm buildings can 
conceal illicit operations such as drug 
manufacturing.

Most rural crime includes weapons.

The judiciary does not fully exercise its 
powers available to it through legislation. 

Alcohol plays a significant role in up to 
80% of incidents attended by rural policing 
units. (NZ Police)

About 35% of all calls to Crimestoppers 
come from rural areas. (Crimestoppers NZ)

Recommended action:

•	 That the judiciary should 
exercise its full powers available 
in the Animal Welfare Act and 
its Amendments.

•	 That the judiciary is directed to 
exercise its full powers available 
to it under the Crimes Act.

Safer Rural Roads08
Most crashes in one way or another involve 
alcohol, drug impairment and speeding. 
More people die on rural roads than other 
roads due to alcohol and drug impairment 
and/or speed.

Recent trials indicate illuminated 20kph 
signs on school buses are very effective in 
raising awareness of the speed limit and 
changing driver behaviour.

Recommended action:

•	 Introduction of saliva-based 
roadside drug testing as 
recommended by the AA.

•	 That 20kph electronic signage 
is a regulated requirement for 
all school buses by 2017.

The Human Rights Commission 
publication Caring Counts 2012 made 10 
recommendations to the Government, none 
of which have been taken up.

Every day, around 20,000 workers go 
to private homes to provide support for 
elderly and injured people (Homecare 
Association). However there are limitations 
on the ability to comply with proposed 
health and safety reforms.

Aged Care09

Recommended action:

•	 All 10 recommendations of Caring 
Counts are enacted by 2017 and 
regularly reviewed.

•	 District Health Boards must pass 
on annual funding increases in their 
entirety to homecare providers.

•	 The Ageing in Place Strategy is 
revised.

•	 That the new health & safety 
regulations are amended to reflect 
the homecare workers’ environment 
in private homes, and that spirit of 
the law, rather than the letter of the 
law, is accepted.

Rural people who experience long periods 
of financial pressure and sudden adverse 
events are likely to suffer from fatigue, 
stress, and sleeplessness, which lead in 
turn to other health problems such as 
depression and sometimes suicide. 

In 2011 there was a higher rate of suicide in 
rural areas compared with urban areas. 
Ministry of Health, 2014. Suicide Facts: 
Deaths and intentional self-harm 
hospitalisations 2011. 

The economic and social impacts of 
adverse events are high.

Mental Health10

•	 More resources to train and retain 
a dedicated national mental health 
workforce for rural communities.

Recommended action:

•	 Resources to train a dedicated 
national mobile mental health 
workforce that can support 
the existing local workforce 
immediately and up to two years 
following the specific event.

•	 Funding for groups like the Rural 
Health Alliance Aotearoa New 
Zealand for research.



Voluntary Bonding11
The 2012 review recommended Nurse
Practitioners be eligible for postgraduate 
entry to the voluntary bonding scheme. 
However this recommendation wasn’t taken 
up on the basis that voluntary bonding was 
focused on new graduates.

Hard-to-staff areas are based on District 
Health Board regions, all of which have 
strong urban areas that are not in fact hard 
to staff.

Recommended action:

•	 That the voluntary bonding 
scheme is broadend to include 
Nurse Practitioners.

•	 That DHBs are directed to meet 
the needs of genuine hard-to-
staff areas, in particular rural.

•	 That new graduate placements 
to all hard-to-staff areas 
& specialties are recorded 
separately to clarify where there 
are gaps.

Women’s Action Plan 12
The 2012 CEDAW report noted the 
absence of a National Action Plan for 
New Zealand women.

Measures to ensure that gender is 
mainstreamed into all national plans 
and government institutions as 
requested by the Committee in its 
previous concluding observations have 
not been implemented (CEDAW/C/
NZL/CO/6, paragraph 15).

Recommended action:

•	 All women over 69 are eligible 
to have mammograms on 
request through the mobile 
breast screening service.

•	 Free mammograms are 
extended to age 74 in line 
with Australian policy adopted 
in 2013, reflecting increased 
longevity.

Women’s Health13

Recommended action:

•	 To develop a national action plan 
for women.

•	 To mainstream gender in all 
national plans and government 
institutions.

Rural women over the age of 69 years 
(who are no longer included in the 
national breast screening programme), are 
unable to opt to pay for a mammogram 
through the mobile breast screening 
service and must travel.

The breast cancer risk for a woman 
increases with age; however many women 
believe that because they are no longer 
eligible for free screening, their risk 
reduces.

Women are living longer, with a 70-year-
old in 2014 likely to live to 89, 20 years 
after her last free mammogram.

Cost is an issue for women deciding 
whether to continue with screening after 
age 69. This is exacerbated for rural 
women by the need to travel to main 
centres for mammogram, if they are not 
permitted to be checked through the 
mobile service.

It is documented that rural women in 
general are less likely than urban women 
to have regular breast cancer checks due 
to the distance from screening services.

•	 To strengthen the existing 
national machinery by providing 
adequate authority, visibility, and 
human and financial resources at 
all levels.

•	 To enhance coordination among 
exisiting mechanisms for the 
advancement of women and the 
promotion of gender equality.



Rural Environments14
Bio-incursions indicate that border controls are ineffective, creating an economic 
burden for growers and farmers, and harm to New Zealand’s reputation.

Greater recognition is needed of the strategic importance of food safety (KPMG 
Agribusiness Agenda 2014).

The Freshwater Accord gives the level of water safety to a walk-through level, 
despite that most submissions to the Select Committee sought safe swimming as 
the bottom line.

Research in leptospirosis in dairy herds was last conducted 40 years ago resulting in 
a vaccine for dairy cows. Dairy is a major primary producer and the economic cost 
of infected animals and people is high and avoidable.

•	 Greater investment in more stringent border vigilance and management.

•	 Science guides market access negotiations and regulatory responses.

•	 Safe swimming is the bottom line for 70% rivers and lakes.

Recommended action:

•	 The government has more influence over Regional Council’s water storage plans.

•	 Alternative storage options are sought that exempt wild rivers.

•	 The government funds research on leptospirosis in dairy herds.

About Rural Women New Zealand

At the heart of New Zealand is Rural Women. 

We are the leading rural organisation promoting and advocating on health, 
education, environment and community issues. 

Rural Women New Zealand policy goals:
•	 All rural people have fair access to all services.
•	 Inequalities are addressed (with government intervention and regulation as 

necessary).
•	 The wellbeing and dynamic growth of rural communities is taken into 

consideration from the beginning of all policy and legislative development.
•	 Policies that work well are retained and not changed for ideological 

reasons.

We would like to chat with you. 

Contact us on 04 473 5524, or email enquiries@ruralwomen.org.nz. 
Or, find us online at www.ruralwomen.org.nz.

We would also like to keep in touch with you on 
facebook.com/ruralwomennz or @RuralWomenNZ
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